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Application/Control Number: 1 0/770, 1 1 8 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2859 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Bush et al 
(U. S. Patent No. 1,921,213). 

Bush et al. teaches a page indicator (1) for identifying a page (3) having generally 
perpendicular first and second free edge margins forming a corner of the page, the page indicator 
comprising: a panel (1) having a front surface and a back surface; a flap (the flap portion is the 
portion which overlaps the page at 3a on Fig. 2) connected to the panel and moveable between a 
first position (Fig. 1) wherein said flap is substantially coplanar with said panel and a page 
receiving position (Fig. 2) wherein said flap is pivoted away from said panel to provide an 
opening for receiving said corner of a page, the panel having a first edge margin (line A-B) and a 
second edge margin (line A-C) that are substantially perpendicular (Fig. 1), said first and second 
edge margins of the panel being shaped and arranged relative to the flap such that when the flap 
receives the page corner, the first panel edge margin projects from and is generally parallel to the 
first free edge margin of the page and the second panel edge margin projects from and is 
generally parallel to the second free edge margin of the page whereby the page indicator may be 
engaged adjacent either free edge margin of the page for opening to the page (Figs. 1 and 2). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said first and second panel edge margins 
are sized to extend from respective page edge margins by at least about 1/8 of an inch (Fig. 2). 
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Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said first and second edge margins of the 
panel define a corner of the indicator, the corner being generally aligned with the corner of the 
page and with a diagonal line of the page passing through the corner of the page upon insertion 
of said page corner into the opening (Figs. 2 and 3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein the back surface of the panel is disposed 
for contacting with a front surface of the page and a front surface of the flap is disposed for 
contacting a back surface of the page such that a portion of the panel overlays said page such that 
the front surface of the panel is visible to a reader of the page (Col 2, lines 70-90, specifically 
lines 75-78 wherein the "reverse side" is written on. Since the Figs. 2 and 3 illustrate the reverse 
of claim 4, claim 4 limitation would be met by looking at the reverse side of page 3 to which the 
page indicator is attached.). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said flap is disposed within a periphery of 
the panel such that said opening (2) is defined between the flap and panel, the panel and flap 
having opposed edges arranged for wedging portions of the page therebetween for holding the 
page indicator on the page (Figs. 2 and 3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said opposed edges of the panel and the 
flap meet at least one junction between the flap and the panel, the at least one junction being 
adapted to engage one of the adjacent page edge margins upon insertion of said page corner into 
the opening (Figs. 1-3, the junction being on one of the ends of the slit 2). 

Bush et al teaches the page indicator wherein said opposed edges of the panel and the 
flap meet at two junctions within the periphery of the panel, each junction being adapted to 
engage a respective one of the page edge margins (Figs. 1-3, the junctions being each end of the 
slit 2). 
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Bush et al. teaches a page indicator (1) for identifying a page (3) having generally 
perpendicular first and second free edge margins forming a corner of the page, the page indicator 
comprising: a panel (1) having a front surface and a back surface and a first edge margin and a 
second edge margin; a flap (the flap portion is the portion which overlaps the page at 3a on Fig. 
2) connected to the panel and moveable between a first position (Fig. 1) wherein said flap is 
substantially coplanar with said panel and a page receiving position (Fig. 2) wherein said flap is 
pivoted away from said panel to provide an opening for receiving said corner of the page, the 
flap having a hinge axis for movement of the flap away from the panel and a centerline passing 
through the hinge axis (Figs. 2 and 3), the flap being arranged relative to the first and second 
edge margins of the panel such that said centerline of the flap is non-perpendicular to the first 
and second edge margins of the panel (Figs. 1-3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said first and second edge margins of the 
panel define a corner of the indicator, the corner being located generally on a diagonal line of the 
page passing through the corner of the page upon insertion of said page corner into the opening 
(Figs. 1-3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said flap centerline and said corner the 
indicator are generally aligned (Figs. 1-3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said first and second panel edge margins 
are sized to extend from respective page edge margins by at least about 1/8 of an inch (Fig. 2). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein the back surface of the panel is disposed 
for contacting with a front surface of the page and a front surface of the flap is disposed for 
contacting a back surface of the page such that a portion of the panel overlays said page such that 
the front surface of the panel is visible to a reader of the page (Col 2, lines 70-90, specifically 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/770, 1 1 8 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2859 

lines 75-78 wherein the "reverse side" is written on. Since the Figs. 2 and 3 illustrate the reverse 
of claim 14, claim 14 limitation would be met by looking at the reverse side of page 3 to which 
the page indicator is attached.). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said flap is disposed within a periphery of 
the panel such that said opening (2) is defined between the flap and panel, the panel and flap 
having opposed edges arranged for wedging portions of the page therebetween for holding the 
page indicator on the page (Figs. 2 and 3). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said opposed edges of the panel and the 
flap meet at least one junction between the flap and the panel, the at least one junction being 
adapted to engage one of the adjacent page edge margins upon insertion of said page corner into 
the opening (Figs. 1-3, the junction being on one of the ends of the slit 2). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said opposed edges of the panel and the 
flap meet at two junctions within a periphery of the panel, each junction being adapted to engage 
a respective one of the page edge margins (Figs. 1-3, the junctions being each of the ends of the 
slit 2). 

Bush et al. teaches the page indicator wherein said junctions are substantially aligned 
with said hinge axis of the flap (Figs. 1-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 8, 9, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bush et al. in view of Wilson (U. S. Patent No. 2,633,372). 

Bush et al. discloses the page indicator as described above in paragraph 2. 

Bush et al. does not specifically disclose the page indicator wherein said panel is made at 
least in part of leather; at least in part of vinyl. 

Wilson discloses a page indicator wherein said panel is made at least in part of leather; at 
least in part of vinyl (Col 4, lines 42-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to specify that the page marker of Bush et al. be partly of leather or vinyl, as taught by 
Wilson, since these are both durable, light, and flexible materials which would be easily drawn 
over a corner of a page. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents disclose page indicators Clark (U. S. Patent No. 5,103,758), 
Haessler (U. S. Patent No. 2,1 16,147), and Paine (U. S. Patent No. 302,768). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy R Cohen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2238. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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August 18, 2004 




Diego Gutierrez 
Supervisory Examiner 



Tech Center 2800 



